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Introduction

A published thesis may be helpful for research in various ways, for example, in finding areas 
for further research; simply to use information from the thesis; for comparative purposes; to 
learn of relevant historical sources; to look at methodology, and so on. Theses were once 
available only in print, but are now often being digitised and many are available online.

This list is of doctoral and masters theses (and a few undergraduate dissertations) from the 
1970s onwards. It is not necessarily complete – notice of omissions welcome to 
librarian@mininginstitute.org.uk.

Information sources used to compile the list.

EThOS
The main source of information on doctoral theses is the British Library’s E-Theses Online 
Service (EThOS) at http://ethos.bl.uk. (Details of the database at 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/theses/ethos/)

This lists over 400,000 theses, some of which can be downloaded immediately without charge 
(after registration) and most of the others can be requested to be scanned and then made 
available – sometimes at a small cost.

Research repositories
Most universities have a repository of research publications – conference papers, preprints , 
masters and doctoral theses, maybe undergraduate dissertations, and so on – that are free to 
download. The OpenDOAR service (http://www.opendoar.org/search.php) allows searching 
across many repositories from around the world.

History online (http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses)
The Institute of Historical Research, University of London, has a browsable and searchable 
directory of history theses completed from 1970 onwards, as well as current research in 
progress. It does not link to the full text of theses. 

Availability

EThOS
In the list below the EThOS web address is given for those available immediately and the 
EThOS ID is given for those to be requested, marked with *,  to allow further information to be 
found in the database.
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From universities
A web address is given where a thesis can be downloaded direct from a university.
Theses marked with @ are not presently available online and researchers – or their university 
library - would need to contact the university concerned to borrow a thesis.

NEIMME Library
The Library has a few theses in print form and these are noted in the list.
Authors of theses/dissertations marked with ^  made use of the Institute Library collection and 
archives.

Mining history theses

Anderson, Ian Gareth. 
Scottish trade unions and nationalisation, 1945-1955 : a case study of the coal industry. PhD 
thesis, University of Glasgow, 1999 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.312695

Anney, Thomas
Death on the Warwickshire Coalfield: an examination of the contribution of miners, coalowners 
and the State to the decline in mining fatalities in the British coal industry in the period of 
expansion 1840 to 1913. PhD thesis, University of Wolverhampton, 2013.
http://wlv.openrepository.com/wlv/bitstream/2436/304814/1/Anney_PhD%2520thesis.pdf 

^ Appleton, Alexander
The role of the colliery viewer in the North East between 1789 and 1860 and their importance 
in shaping the technological, social and economic structure of the Northern Coalfield. BA 
History dissertation, University of Sunderland, 2016
https://priestman.wordpress.com/volume-4-august-2016/

Atkinson, M.
Iron ore mining in mainland Britain in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and its 
links with the iron and steel industry, with particular reference to Cleveland, Cumbria. PhD 
thesis, University of Exeter, 1981
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.234049

Baggs, Christopher M.
The miners' libraries of South Wales from the 1860s to 1939. PhD thesis, University of 
Wales.Aberystwyth, 1995. 
h  ttp://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.360421   

Benson, J.
The compensation of English coal-miners and their dependants for industrial accidents, 1860-
97. PhD thesis, Leeds University, 1975.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.621436
http://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/11331/

Beresford, Richard
Coal, coal mining and the enterprise culture : a study of Doncaster. PhD thesis, University of 
Warwick., 2013
http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/id/eprint/80000

* Bonsall, P. M. 
The Somerset and Lothian miners, 1919-c.1947 : changing attitudes to pit work in the 
twentieth century. PhD thesis, University of Warwick, 1990 
EThOS ID: 255837 
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@ Braddock, Peter
The political economy of coal: a comparative analysis of the British and German mining 
industries, c.1918-38. PhD thesis, Manchester University, 2009

* Brayshay, M.
The demography of three West Cornwall mining communities, 1851-71: a society in decline. 
PhD thesis, Exeter University, 1977.
EThOS ID: 479906

Brown, Helen Diana.
The colliery cottage 1830-1915, the Great Northern Coalfield. PhD thesis. University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne. Department of Architecture. 1988    
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.283218
https://theses.ncl.ac.uk/dspace/handle/10443/452

Brown, John William
Lead production on the northeast periphery : a study of the Bowes family estate, c.1550-1771. 
PhD thesis, Durham University, 2010 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.525792
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/558/

Buchanan, Ian Hamilton
Infant mortality in British coal mining communities, 1880-1911. PhD thesis,  London School of 
Economics and Political Science (University of London), 1983
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.261213

Burke, Gillian Myfanwy
Cornish miner and the Cornish mining industry 1870-1921. PhD thesis, Birkbeck (University of 
London), 1981
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.339388

@ Chamings, A.B.
Mining labour and mechanization, 1880-1914, with special reference to West Yorkshire. MPhil 
thesis, York University, 1984.

@ Chaplin, Helen L.
The 1905 Kinsley evictions: a study of a Yorkshire coalmining community. MA thesis, Leeds 
University, 1992.

Chapman, John H.
The policy processes and the decline of the British deep-mined coal industry from the mid-
1960s to 1995. PhD thesis, University of Sheffield, 1999 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.298884
http://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/3473/

Claughton, P. F.
Silver mining in England and Wales : 1066-1500. PhD thesis,  University of Exeter, 2003 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.269812

@ Colgan, Joan
Bowers Row: a mining community in the making, 1865-1955. MA thesis. Leeds University, 
2006.
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Collier, Leonard Baden
A detailed survey of the history and development of the South Wales coal industry : from 
c.1750 to c.1850. PhD thesis, University of London, 1940. 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.296516

Colls, R. M.
Work, culture and protest in the North East mining community in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries.  PhD thesis, University of York, 1980
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.253613

* Connop Price, M. R.
Pembrokeshire : the forgotten coalfield. PhD thesis, University of Wales Swansea, 2003 
EThOS ID: 636283

* Cornish, S. R.
The social consequences of industrial decline : A case study of an East Cleveland mining 
community. PhD thesis, University of Hull, 1984
EThOS ID: 374096

Coupland, Bethan Elinor 
Heritage and memory : oral history and mining heritage in Wales and Cornwall. PhD thesis, 
University of Exeter, 2012 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.579944
http://hdl.handle.net/10871/11061

Cross, David Stewart
Coal mining on a Yorkshire estate: land ownership and personal capitalism, 1850-1914. PhD 
thesis, Sheffield Hallam University, 2015. 
http://shura.shu.ac.uk/11332/ 

@ Davies, P.
Syndicalism and the Yorkshire miners, 1910-14. MSc thesis, Bradford University, 1977.

@ Deacon, G. C. 
Popular song and social history : A study of the miners of the North East. PhD thesis, 
University of Essex, 1987. 

Dearne, Martin J
The economy of the Roman South Pennines with particular reference to the lead extraction 
industry in its national context. PhD thesis, University of Sheffield, 1990 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.240819
http://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/1789/

* Dixon, David Gunthorpe. 
The results and consequences of technical education : an historical case study of metalliferous 
mining education prior to 1939 with special reference to the Cambourne School of Mines and 
the Royal School of Mines. PhD thesis, University of Southampton, 1998
EthOS ID: 266610

Duggett, M.J.
A comparative study of the operation of the sliding scales in the coal-mining industry in 
Durham and South Wales, 1875-1900. PhD thesis, University of Wales (Swansea), 1977.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.454098
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* Dunn, Karen.
Working class culture and co-operation : a case study of schooling and social life in a Yorkshire 
mining community. PhD thesis, University of Sheffield, 1991 
EThOS ID: 307901 

Elkington, H. D. H.
The development, of the mining of lead in the Iberian Peninsula and Britain under the Roman 
Empire until the end of the Second Century A.D. MA thesis, Durham University. 1968
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/10260/

@ Elliott, Michael
The cultural effects of the introduction of public provision into a South Yorkshire coal mining 
community: a study of the Dearne Valley, 1918-39. PhD thesis, Sheffield University, 1999.

Emery, Norman
Pease and Partners and the Deerness valley: aspects of the social and economic history of 
Waterhouses, Esh Winning and Ushaw Moor. MA thesis, Durham University, 1984
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/7831

Ensum, Janet A.
Coalmining communities in late 19th-century Shropshire. PhD thesis, Wolverhampton 
University, 2000. 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.324229
http://wlv.openrepository.com/wlv/handle/2436/96546
http://hdl.handle.net/2436/96546

Ferriman, B.D.
An historical geography of coalmining in the Radstock basin. MSc thesis, Bristol University, 
1978.

Fisher, C.
Free miners and colliers: custom, the Crown and trade unionism in the Forest of Dean, 1788-
1886. PhD thesis, Warwick University, 1978.
http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/2467/

Flynn, Colin George
The decline and end of the lead mining industry in the northern Pennines 1865 - 1914: a 
socio-economic comparison between Wensleydale, Swaledale and Teesdale. MA thesis, Durham 
University, 1999.
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/4569/

@ Flynn, D.M.
Community, class and collective action: the social development of mining villages in South 
Wales and Nottinghamshire before 1926. DPhil thesis, Oxford University, 1989.

@ Garvie, W.F.
Mill Hill [Kent]: the making of a mining community. PhD thesis, Sheffield University, 1989

* Gildart, Keith.
The social and political development of the North Wales miners 1945-1996. PhD thesis, 
University of York, 1999 
EThOs ID: 286039 
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@ Gill, Michael C.
Lead mining in the Pennines, with particular reference to the Duke of Devonshire's lead mines 
at Grassington. MPhil thesis, Exeter University, 1993.

@ Goffee, R.E.
Kent miners: stability and change in work and community, 1927-76.  PhD thesis, Kent 
University, 1978.

Greeves, T. A.
The Devon tin industry 1450-1750 : An archaeological and historical survey. PhD thesis, Exeter 
University, 1981.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.347612

* Hair, Paul Edward Hedley
The social history of British coalminers, 1800-1845. PhD thesis, University of Oxford, 1955 
EThOS ID:672163

Hall, Valerie Gordon
Aspects of the political and social history of Ashington, a Northumberland coal mining 
community, 1870-1914. PhD thesis, London School of Economics and Political Science 
(University of London), 1993 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.530758

@ Harries, Peter H.
Colleges for miners: a history of the provision of technical education to the South Wales coal 
mining industry, 1882-1939. PhD thesis, University of Wales, 2001

@ Henesey, Alison
The development of the coal-mining community in Garforth, West Yorkshire, 1850-1901. PhD 
thesis, Leeds University, 2011.

^ Hewitt, F. S   The papers of John Buddle, colliery viewer, in the Mining Institute, Newcastle 
upon Tyne: An annotated list and assessment of their value to the economic historian, MA 
thesis, Durham University, 1960
In NEIMME Library.
Also online at http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/9725/

@ Hewitt, Peter B.
The mining, quarrying and allied industries of the Cleehill region [Shropshire] from the 1800s 
to 1930. MPhil thesis, Council for National Academic Awards, 1991. 

@ Hirt, Alfred M.
Mines and quarries in the Roman empire: organisational aspects, 27 B.C.- A.D. 235. DPhil 
thesis, Oxford University, 2004.

Hiskey, Christine E. John Buddle (1773-1843):  agent and entrepreneur in the North-East coal 
trade. MLitt thesis. Durham University, 1978
In NEIMME Library.
Also online at http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/7452/

Hodgson, R.I.
Coalmining, population and enclosure in the seasale colliery districts of Durham (northern 
Durham), 1551-1810: a study in historical geography. PhD thesis, Durham University, 1989.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.238830
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/961/
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@ Hodnett, R.M.
Liberal and Labour politics in two Northumberland mining constituencies, 1885-1924. MPhil 
thesis, Teesside Polytechnic, 1989

Holbrook-Jones, M.R.
Work, industrialization and politics: a study of the work experience of spinners, coalminers and 
engineering workers, 1850-1914. PhD thesis, Durham University, 1980.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.459415
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/8110/

Hornshaw, Thomas R. 
Copper mining in Richmondshire in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. MA thesis, 
Durham University., 1972
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/10085/

Howard, William Stuart. 
Miner's autobiographies, 1790-1945 : a study of life accounts by English miners and their 
families. PhD thesis, Sunderland Polytechnic, 1991 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.290475

Hughes, Rosaleen
Governing in hard times: the Heath government and civil emergencies - the 1972 and 1974 
miners' strikes. PhD thesis, Queen Mary University of London, 2012.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.561223
http://qmro.qmul.ac.uk/jspui/handle/123456789/2967

@ Hughes, S.J.S.
Ancient mining in mid Wales. MA thesis, Manchester University, 1985.

Hunt, Christopher John 
The economic and social conditions of lead miners in the Northern Pennines in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. MLitt thesis, Durham University, 1968.
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/9958/

Job, Barry.
The British Mines Inspectorate from 1851 to 1913 : its development and effectiveness with 
particular reference to colliery explosions. PhD thesis, University of Keele, 1992.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.332418

@ John, Angela V.
Women workers in British coal mines, 1840-90, with special reference to West Lancashire. PhD 
thesis, Manchester University, 1976.

Jones, Alan Victor.
The introduction and development of electricity in the South Wales coal industry to 1926. PhD 
thesis, University of Wales,Cardiff, 1999
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.268321

Jones, C. L. 
Industrial relations in the Northumberland and Durham coal industry: 1825 – 1845. PhD 
thesis, Sunderland Polytechnic, 1985. 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.353592 
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Jones, R. Merfyn 
The trade union and political activities of the North Wales slate quarrymen in relation to their 
social and working conditions, 1870-1905. PhD thesis, University of Warwick, 1975  
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.524444
http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/2465/

@ Kirby, M.W.
The British coalmining industry in the inter-war years: a study in industrial organization. PhD 
thesis, Sheffield University, 1971.

* Kirby, Peter Thomas
Aspects of the employment of children in the British coal-mining industry, 1800-1872. PhD 
thesis,University of Sheffield, 1995
EThOS ID: 296852

@ Kneif, Mary Ann
Directed to the mines: the Bevin boys, 1943-8. PhD thesis, Kent University, 2005.

@ Macmillan, N.S.C.
Coal mining and associated transport in Kintyre, 1750-1967. MSc thesis, Strathclyde 
University, 1972.

@ Maloney, T.M.
The effect of labour patterns and the labour process on the development of industrial 
workforces and labour organizations among cotton and mining workers in Great Britain and the 
U.S.A., in the 19th and early 20th centuries. MPhil thesis, Leeds University. 1989.

@ Mann, Jacqueline H.
A study of the management of metalliferous mining in 19th-century Cornwall, with particular 
reference to the Thomas family. MPhil thesis, Exeter University, 1999.

* Marks, David.
Welsh slate heritage : new spaces for old? PhD thesis,  Liverpool John Moores University, 1998 
EThOS ID: 327677

Marshall, Craig
Levels of industrial militancy and the political radicalization of the Durham miners 1885-1914. 
MA thesis, Durham University, 1976.
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/9370/

Martin, Hannah Elizabeth
‘Tragedy, Death, and Memory’: The commemoration of British coal mining disasters in the 
Nineteenth and early Twentieth Century.  BA Hons History dissertation, Northumbria 
University, 2015
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/media/7245189/hannah-martin-tragedy-death-and-
memory.pdf

May, Edward
A question of control : social and industrial relations in the South Wales coalfield and the crisis 
of post-war reconstruction, 1914-1921. PhD thesis, University, 1995 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.321670

* Moller, Asta Winifred Russell
The history of English coal mining, 1500-1700. PhD thesis, University of Oxford, 1933
EThOS ID: 673555
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Najam, Suzanne.
A radical past : the legacy of the Fife miners. PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh, 1988 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.292644

Neville, Robert George
The Yorkshire miners 1881-1926: a study in labour and social history. PhD thesis,   University 
of Leeds, 1974 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.602620 

* Newell, Edmund.
The British copper ore market in the nineteenth century with particular reference to Cornwall 
and Swansea. PhD thesis, University of Oxford, 1988
EThOS ID: 253858

@ Newman, Olga S.
Lead mining in South West Shropshire, 1780-1900. MA thesis, Keele University, 1983.

Newman, Phil
Environment, antecedent and adventure: tin and copper mining on Dartmoor, c.1700-1914. 
PhD thesis, Leicester University, 2011.
https://lra.le.ac.uk/handle/2381/10210

Nicholson, T.
The dynamics of mutuality in the Cleveland ironstone mining district 1850-1914. PhD thesis, 
Teesside Polytechnic, 1988
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.379806

@ Nightingale, J. E.
'Voices in Frickley' : the struggles of the miners at a Yorkshire colliery 1984-1993. PhD thesis, 
University of Sheffield, 1997 

Norris, Geoffrey 
An engineering perspective on the industrial archaeology of the Purbeck stone industry. PhD 
thesis, Bournemouth University, 1994 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.512573
http://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/304/

@ Ogden, B.P.
The changing distribution of the coal mining industry in South Lancashire, 1931-71. MA thesis, 
Keele University, 1971.

@ Palmieri, F.L.
Alienation as a factor in political radicalism: a test based on the Miners' Federation of Great 
Britain, 1918-37. MPhil thesis,Sussex University, 1973.

* Perchard, Andrew C.
The mine management professions in the Scottish coal industry, 1930-1966, PhD thesis, 
University of Strathclyde, 2005 
EThOS ID: 417510

@ Phillips, M.C.
Demographic and socio-structural change in Tavistock, Devon, 1741-1871, and its relation to 
the mining industry. PhD thesis,Exeter University, 1987.
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Quinn, Vanessa
Willington: a study of the industrialization of a Durham mining village 1840-1914. MA  thesis, 
Durham University, 1990
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/6237/

Renouf, Jonathan
A striking change : political transformation in the Murton miners' and mechanics' branches of 
the National Union of Mineworkers, County Durham, 1978-1988. PhD thesis, Durham 
University, 1989 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.278205 
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/6470/

Renfrew, Alexander
Mechanisation and the miner : work, safety and labour relations in the Scottish coal industry, 
c. 1890-1939. PhD thesis, University of Strathclyde, 1997 
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.340932
http://oleg.lib.strath.ac.uk/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=21369

@  Rhodes, E.
The development and design of miners' housing 1750-1939 with special reference to coal 
production. PhD thesis, University of Nottingham, 1983.

^ Richmond, Jennifer
Nicholas Wood, 1795-1865: The makings of an industrial pioneer within the Great Northern 
Coalfield  BA History dissertation, University of Sunderland, 2015
https://priestman.wordpress.com/volume-3-august-2015

Ridgway, William J.
Structures, relationships and attitudes: coalmining family life in the Black Country during the 
second half of the 19th century. PhD thesis, Wolverhampton University, 1996.
http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.309804
http://hdl.handle.net/2436/88281

* Rieuwerts, J. H. 
A technological history of the drainage of the Derbyshire lead mines. PhD thesis, University of 
Leicester, 1981
EThOS ID: 257724

@ Rossiter, D. J. 
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